Using the Feedback Tools in Combination: Investigating Pictures

Student Rating Scale for Investigating Pictures (independence)
Student Name _________________________________

Picture Study __________________________________

	Criteria
	I can do it on my own.
	I can do it with some help.
	It’s hard to do even with help.
	I’m not sure what to do.
	My evidence

	I can find clues in a photograph.


	
	
	
	
	I showed this when:

	I can use the clues to make a conclusion.


	
	
	
	
	I showed this when:

	I can explain why my conclusion makes sense.


	
	
	
	
	I showed this when:


Commentary:

This rating scale is suitable for use by students who are beginning to learn to use the skill of identifying clues and conclusions from photographs. Students rate their performance based on the level of independence with which they are able to use the skill. Within the Social Studies Program of Studies, the skill of drawing conclusions begins in Grade One and continues through subsequent grade levels. It is reasonable to expect that students require time, practice and coaching in order to develop fully this skill. 

Students use the sentence prompts to reflect on three separate tasks that are part of the skill of drawing conclusions. Students rate their level of performance and provide evidence for their rating. The metacognitive process increases student accountability and provides another opportunity for students to think critically about their work. The rating scale should be introduced and modelled so the students will know how to use the tool. Students who are emergent writers and emergent critical thinkers may need support identifying and reporting the evidence for their rating. 

The information obtained from this tool, combined with teacher observation of student performance while examining the photographs, provides evidence of student’s skill in drawing conclusions. Due to the ongoing developmental nature of the skill, it is recommended that this tool NOT be used to generate a mark in the beginning stages, but instead be an integral part of assessment for learning. Descriptive feedback provided by the teacher can support students in becoming more proficient with the skill. 

As students gain experience and confidence with using the skill, teachers can move students to a rating scale based on frequency (see Student Rating Scale for Investigating Pictures (frequency)) of performance. For older students, the descriptors of the levels of performance could be adjusted as follows:


Almost all of the time
(
Consistently


Most of the time
(
Frequently


Some of the time
(
Occasionally


Not very often

(
Rarely, if ever

When students become even more experienced with using the skill, the teacher rubric (see link to Teacher Rubric for Investigating Pictures) could be used to generate a summative mark.

Student Rating Scale for Investigating Pictures (frequency)
Student Name _________________________________

Picture Study __________________________________

	Criteria
	Almost all of the time
	Most of the time
	Some of the time
	Not very often
	I showed this when:

	I can find clues in a photograph.


	
	
	
	
	

	I can use the clues to make a conclusion.


	
	
	
	
	

	I can explain why my conclusion makes sense.
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