
Rubric Example
Teacher Rubric for Creating Persuasive and Informative Visuals

	           Level

Criteria               
	Sophisticated understanding
	Extended understanding
	Basic understanding
	Partial understanding*
	*Not Demonstrated

	Shares key points

(K & U)


	Shares pertinent information.
	Shares relevant information
	Shares general information 
	Shares superficial or unrelated information 
	No score is awarded because there is insufficient evidence of student performance based on the requirements of the assessment task.



	Supports visual through writing (S.8)
	Supports visual by using a concise writing style.
	Supports visual by using a direct writing style.
	Supports visual by using an appropriate writing style.
	Provides minimal support for the visual by using an overly detailed writing style, OR does not provide enough information to support the visual.
	

	Communicates through visuals

(S.8)


	Communicates using visuals in a compelling manner to engage and influence the audience.
	Communicates using visuals in a persuasive manner to interest the audience.
	Communicates using visuals in a straightforward manner that generally holds the attention of the audience.


	Communicates using visuals in an ineffective manner that does little to sustain attention of the audience.


	


*  When work is judged to be at the partial understanding stage or not demonstrated, the teacher makes decisions about appropriate intervention to help the student improve.

Commentary:

One of the biggest challenges in using rubrics is working with the complexity of the language. Effective rubrics describe the quality of the performance rather than quantity of discrete elements (Arter and Chappius 63; Stiggins Classroom Assessment 205). This presents a particular challenge when working with younger students as well as students who are relatively new to rubrics. Strategies that will help students embrace the language of rubrics include the following: 
· ongoing conversations with students about the criteria for evaluation based on learner outcomes
· provision of exemplars of student work at varying levels of quality
· use of formative tools as stepping stones to the rubric. 

Translating the language of the rubric into words the students understand is an interim step that will support student learning. For example, the following explanations can help students understand the language of the rubric:
	If your work is:
	It means:

	Pertinent


	You included specific and important information about the topic.

	Relevant


	You included information that fits the topic and makes sense.

	General

	You included appropriate information that is correct but may need to be focused more directly.

	Superficial


	You included trivial information that isn’t really very important and doesn’t help us understand the topic.


	If your work is:
	It means:

	Concise 


	You have used your words efficiently and skillfully to share the key points with the audience. Your work is easy to read and easy to understand.

	Direct


	Your writing is clear and to the point and helps the audience understand your message. 

	Appropriate
	Your writing provides basic information to the audience using a style that does not hinder, yet does not enhance the message.

	Long and drawn out
	Your writing goes on and on and the audience loses interest in your message.


	If your work is:
	It means:

	Compelling 


	The audience is convinced that your message is absolutely essential. 

	Persuasive 


	The audience believes your message is important and true.

	Straightforward 


	Your message shares accurate information but lacks enthusiasm. Your audience has difficulty believing your message is important. 

	Ineffective 


	Your audience is not interested in your message and has no reason to believe it is important or true. 


When teachers consistently use the language of quality, students will begin to use the language as well. The impact of the use of this language will increase dramatically as teachers begin to work as grade-level teams, multi-grade teams, school teams and division-wide teams and use the language of assessment to support student learning.

Criteria for Evaluation:

· shares key points (Knowledge and Understanding; Skills and Processes S.8)
· supports visual through writing (Skills and Processes S.8)

· communicates through visuals (Skills and Processes S.8)
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