
Analyzing the Sample Exhibits

Teacher briefing sheet

This briefing sheet identifies the qualities and techniques of effective and ineffective exhibits found in Comparing Two Exhibits. 

	Qualities
	Effective Techniques

(Exhibit #1)
	Ineffective Techniques

(Exhibit #2)

	Visually Well-balanced.

Design of exhibit is well-laid-out, with a good balance between the text, pictures, title and displays. 
	· Good layout, with a balanced amount of space devoted to the title, text, pictures and display. 

· No one element dominates, with clear division between ideas and groupings and no confusion between the elements. 

· The images fit with the accompanying text.

· The title is in the largest font to attract the reader's attention first. 

· The size of the lettering in Steps to Building an Arch is the same size as the numbered steps.
	· The layout is poorly organized with large empty sections. 

· Too much text dominates all other elements in the exhibit. 

· The text does not group together similar ideas or separate different ideas. 

· There are few images.

· Images are poorly placed or too close to the text. 

· The title is not placed in a position to attract the visitor's attention. 

	Educational and Informative. 

There is a clear educational goal that helps new learning on the theme of the exhibit. 
	· The theme is clear and focused; it is simple enough to understand, but broad enough to cover elements of the subject.  
· The writing is succinct; it expresses the ideas in as few words as possible.  
· The writing style is personal and encourages the viewer to learn more about the subject.  
· The interactive display demonstrates how an arch is built.
	· There is an overwhelming amount of information with a poorly focused idea of what the viewer should learn about arches.  

· The information is not well- organized around clear themes.

· The information is written in a lecture format that does not encourage learning.     



	Understandable for Intended Audience. Elements in the exhibit should be understandable for the age and level of the audience. No elements of the exhibit should disrupt the intended meaning. 


	· The writing component is clear and not too complicated.

· The writing level is appropriate for the intended audience.
· There are no spelling or grammar mistakes to disrupt the meaning.

· The language enhances the ability to understand the meaning of the exhibit.

· The lettering is large enough to read from a distance.  

· The lettering is neat and legible.
	· The writing component is too complicated or confusing.

· The writing component includes words that are not appropriate for the level of the audience.

· The language does not enhance understanding.

· There are several spelling mistakes that disrupt the meaning.

· The title is messy and hard to read.

	Interesting  and Engaging.

The exhibit clearly connects with the audience’s interests by engaging the viewer. The exhibit catches one’s attention and has an immediate impact.

	· The use of an interactive display adds an engaging and participatory element to the exhibit.
· The exhibit uses prominently placed three-dimensional pictures to enhance the presentation.

· The content highlights facts and stories that are of interest to the viewers.
· The title is large, bold and placed at the top to attract the viewer's attention.

· Clearly written instructions invite the viewer to interact with the exhibit.

· A prominently placed question encourages the viewer to learn more.
	· The pictures are uninteresting. There was no attempt to use more engaging images.

· There is no display to make the exhibit more appealing.

· The exhibit includes too much text and the top section is left blank, leaving no elements to engage the viewer.

· The information about arches is unengaging and boring.
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