
Assessing “How Much Alike?”
	
	Prerecognition
	Partial Understanding
	Basic Understanding
	Extended Understanding
	Sophisticated Understanding

	Recognizes similarities and differences among people, objects or events
	Does not understand what is asked when invited to note similarities and differences.
	Understands what is asked, but offers an inaccurate response.
	Recognizes very obvious similarities and differences.
	Recognizes several obvious and less obvious similarities and differences.
	Recognizes many similarities and differences.

	Recognizes big and little differences
	Does not understand what is asked when invited to identify a big or little difference.
	Understands what is asked, but incorrectly identifies a big or little difference.
	Recognizes very obvious examples of big or little difference, without an explanation.
	Recognizes less obvious examples of big or little difference and provides a simple explanation.
	Recognizes various examples of big or little difference and explains the relative differences.


Comments:
Adapted from Contributing to Family and Community. Permission granted by The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by Alberta teachers.
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