Assessing Problems and Solutions

	
	Prerecognition
	Partial recognition
	Basic understanding
	Extended

understanding
	Sophisticated understanding

	Distinguishes problem from solution
	Does not understand what it means to identify something as a problem or a solution.
	Understands what is being asked, but has difficulty consistently identifying even very simple examples of problems and solutions.
	Correctly identifies simple examples of problems and solutions, but without any explanation.
	Correctly identifies problems and solutions and offers a simple explanation of their difference.
	Correctly identifies problems and solutions, and correctly states in own words the difference.

	Recognizes matching problems and solutions


	Does not understand what it means to match a problem with its solution.
	Understands what is being asked, but has difficulty consistently recognizing the matching problem and solution when given very simple examples.
	Correctly recognizes the matching problem and solutions when given very simple examples.
	Correctly recognizes matching problem and solution when given various examples.
	Correctly recognizes matching problem and solution when given less obvious examples.

	Proposes possible solutions
	Cannot propose a solution when given a simple problem.
	Proposes a solution that seems unrelated to the problem or is otherwise inappropriate.
	Proposes a single predictable solution that matches a simple problem.
	Proposes two or more obvious solutions that match a problem.
	Provides two or more reasonable solutions even with less obvious problems.

	Chooses a best solution 
	Unable to choose a best solution to an identified problem.
	Offers a best solution to an identified problem that is not appropriate.
	Chooses a predictable best solution to an identified problem without any explanation.
	Chooses a reasonable best solution to an identified problem and offers a simple explanation.
	Chooses a reasonable best solution to an identified problem and explains why in light of the agreed-upon criteria.


Comments:

Taken from I Can Make a Difference, Permission granted from The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by Alberta teachers.
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