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Evaluating Web Site Credibility

For each criterion, record specific evidence obtained from your Web site analysis. After your review of the Web site, draw a conclusion as to the effectiveness of this Web site for your research or inquiry purposes. 

Web site reviewed: ______________________________________________________

	Criteria
	Specific Evidence Gathered from the Web site

	Authorship

Based on information from the Web site, you are able to determine whether the author:

· is knowledgeable/educated on the topic

· is affiliated with or sponsored by a reputable organization

· provides contact information.

	

	Perspective

Information on the Web site:

· provides a specific perspective that is supported by the content.
	

	Consistency with Experts

Information on the Web site:

· is cross-referenced with other expert sources

· refers to credible evidence and research.

	

	Documentation of Sources

Information on the Web site provides details about the sources of: 

· information

· statistics

· graphics.

	

	Currency

The Web site:

· has been recently updated or reviewed

· content is up-to-date.

	

	Mechanics

· The writing is polished and free of grammatical errors or misspelled words.

· The use of colour, graphics and music is appropriate to the purpose.

· Style, format and tone add credibility to the Web site.
	

	Usability

The structure of the Web site:

· promotes easy navigation

· provides consistent access to the information

· contains active hotlinks

· meets the needs of the audience.

	

	Is this Web site a credible one to use in your inquiry?  

What are the most compelling reasons that led you to this conclusion? Provide support for your conclusion.




LearnAlberta.ca

Page 1 of 2
© 2011 Alberta Education (www.learnalberta.ca)

