
Examining Generalizations about Cultures

Topic of anthropologist’s report: __________________________

How sensitive is the anthropologist in generalizing about the practices in another culture?

Extreme


Moderate


Cross-cultural


Moderate


Extreme

stereotyping

stereotyping


sensitivity


radical



radical 












individualism


individualism

<
>

	Stereotyping
	Cross-cultural Sensitivity
	Radical Individualism

	People within a culture are generally alike. There are universal, easily recognizable traits within a culture. 
	Recognizes cultural differences, is aware of the dangers in generalizing about a culture and is careful to make qualified generalizations based on adequate evidence.
	Each culture is so diverse and complex that no generalizations are possible. All statements about a culture are limited to the individual person or event.

	
	
	


Adapted from Ruth Sandwell et al. Early Contact and Settlement in New France (Vancouver, BC: The Critical Thinking Consortium, 2002), pp. 33–60. Permission granted by The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by Alberta teachers.
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